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The Language (Taxonomy)

A two-dimensional framework for describing:

1) WHAT STUDENTS SHOULD KNOW
(Represented by a detailed topic list organized into
content areas.)

&
2) BE ABLE TO DO

(Represented by five categories of student performance
expectations.)
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Combining Linguistic Analyses
& Content Analyses



What is the language needed for ELLs to access the content of instruction
in classrooms?



What is the content needed for ELLs to succeed on State Assessments?





Elem HS Middle Total
State Florida 7 55 28 21 111

Iowa 2 22 11 9 44
Minnesota 7 0 27 11 45
Ohio 0 3 0 8 11
Utah 10 98 0 34 142
Virginia 6 0 24 47 77
Wisconsin 0 2 0 14 16

Total 33 180 90 144 447

Grade BandEnglish, Language
Arts & Reading

Science
Elem HS Middle Total

State Florida 0 1 0 1 2
Iowa 1 11 12 12 36
Minnesota 0 0 2 2 4
Ohio 0 0 0 1 1
Utah 0 0 0 1 1
Virginia 1 0 18 21 40
Wisconsin 1 6 0 24 31

Total 3 18 32 62 115

Grade Band
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Distribution of ELL Program Types across Sample



Elementary ELAR Instruction
by Language Proficiency



English, Language Arts & Reading by Language Proficiency

Do ELL students have the opportunity to learn standards-based content?



Elementary ELAR Instruction
by Percent of ELL students

in the classroom



English, Language Arts & Reading by percent of ELL students in the classroom

Do ELL students have the opportunity to learn standards-based content?



Middle School Science
Instruction by Percent of ELL

students in the classroom



Science Instruction by Percent of ELL students in the classroom

Do ELL students have the opportunity to learn standards-based content?



Science Instruction by
Percent of ELL students in

the classroom



Science Instruction by Language Proficiency

Do ELL students have the opportunity to learn standards-based content?







What is the language needed for ELLs to access the content of instruction
in classrooms?

What is the degree of alignment between ELP assessments and state
content standards and regular state assessments?

What instructional practices are being used with ELLs and what practices
are effective in “bridging the gap” to learning academic content outlined in
state standards?.







Science Instructional Alignment
to Key Targets by Percent ELL's
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WI Sci. Instr. Alignment to Key Targets
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Content Area

Low Density /
Simple
Construction

High Density
/ Simple
Construction

Low Density /
Complex
Construction

High Density
/ Complex
Construction

Nature of Science 0.09 0.02 0.02 0.02
Science & Technology 0.03 0.01 0.01 0.01

Science, Health & Environment
0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00

Measurement & Calculation in
Science 0.06 0.02 0.01 0.03

Components of Living Systems
0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00

Biochemistry 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Botany 0.06 0.01 0.00 0.00

Animal Biology 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.00
Human Biology 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Genetics 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00
Evolution 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00

Reproduction & Development 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ecology 0.09 0.01 0.01 0.00
Energy 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Motion & Forces 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00
Electricity 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Waves 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.00
Kinetics and Equilibrium 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01

Properties of Matter 0.06 0.01 0.00 0.00
Earth Systems 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00

Astronomy 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00
Meteorology 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.00

Elements & The Periodic System
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Chemical Formulas & Reactions
0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00

Acids, Bases, & Salts 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Organic Chemistry 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Nuclear Chemistry 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other: 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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