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 Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was first passed in 1965, 
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"Adequate yearly progress" is measured using the state's 4th, 8th, and 11th grade 
reading and math tests.  Of greater significance is that each school's enrollment is 
divided into 11 specific subgroups along lines of race ethnicity, family income, limited 
English proficiency and students with disabilities.  To make "adequate yearly progress" 
a academic score must be achieved in math and reading,a minimum of 95% of students 
must take the tests, elementary schools must achieve an attendance rate of 80%, and 
high schools must achieve a graduation completion rate of 80%.  
 

Each subgroup must contain at least 20 students to be measured for progress in 
reading and math.  A school meets the No Child Left Behind standard only if each of the 
11 subgroups of students makes the academic progress necessary to get 100 percent 
of students at grade level by 2014.  If any of the 11 subgroups fails to meet the 
standards for either math or reading, participation, attendance, or graduation completion 
rate, the whole school fails to meet the federal standard.  
 

All Montana schools and districts are affected by President Bush’s No Child Left 
Behind Act.  Schools that do not meet these new federal standards for two consecutive 
years are required to revise and review their five-year comprehensive education plans 
to make the needed changes for improvement.  

 
Schools that receive federal money known as Title I money are subject to the 

specific, additional sanctions of the No Child Left Behind Act. In Montana, 79% of all 
schools receive Title I money. 
 

There are a total of 34 schools that did not meet adequate yearly progress goals 
for two or more years and are subject to the sanctions provided for in the No Child Left 
Behind Act.  
 
 "Montanans through our state constitution have long demanded a quality public 
education system for all our people.  The educational goals of 'No Child Left Behind' 
have long been shared by Montana educators and practiced in Montana schools," Supt. 
McCulloch pointed out.  "The goal of all Montana educators is to make sure the full 
educational potential of every Montana child is developed.  It is the very nature of 
education that we constantly strive to improve our schools and learning techniques.  We 
know where the problems exist.  What is needed are the proper level of resources to 
solve these problems."  
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