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Conference Goals 

1. To help participants develop an understanding of what we know about effective or 
promising practices for schools that serve high proportions of students with disabilities, 
students living in poverty, English language learners, and African American, Native 
American and Latino students. 

2. To provide a forum for educators to discuss how these techniques are closing 
achievement gaps, across program divisions and across states and districts. 

3. To demonstrate how states and districts are developing and maintaining the capacity to 
support these strategies. 

4. To expose participants to ideas that they can act on in their current work, as well as 
motivating ongoing conversations between state, district, and school leaders. 

 
Supplemental Resources 
Click on any subject below to access research, reports, and tools 
 
Focus on access to the general education curriculum and cultural responsiveness  
Focus on African-American students 
Focus on closing achievement gaps 
Focus on English language learners 
Focus on English language learners with disabilities 
Focus on extended learning opportunities 
Focus on health interventions 
Focus on Latino students 
Focus on Native American students
Focus on school improvement 



 

 
Focus on access to the general education curriculum and cultural 
responsiveness 
 
Blachowicz, C., Fisher, P., & Watts-Taffe, S.  (December 2005).  Integrated vocabulary instruction: 
Meeting the needs of diverse learners in grades K-5.  Naperville, IL: Learning Point Associates.  
Retrieved March 14, 2006, from http://www.ncrel.org/litweb/vocabulary.pdf   
 
Council of Chief State School Officers.  Language, culture, and equity newsletter: e-newsletter of 
the CCSSO State Network on ELL and Native American Students.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.ccsso.org/whats_new/newsletters/language__culture__and_equity/index.cfm  
 
Council of Chief State School Officers.  Teacher quality and improvement: e-newsletter of the 
CCSSO State Teacher Quality Network.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.ccsso.org/whats_new/newsletters/teacher_quality_and_improvement/index.cfm  
 
Culturally relevant and responsive education (CRRE) web-based resources.   Retrieved March 6, 
2006, from 
http://notebook.lausd.net/pls/ptl/docs/PAGE/CA_LAUSD/LAUSDNET/DISCOVER/INITIATIVES/CAG
_HOME/CAG_RESOURCES/CRREWEB28099.HTM
 
Garcia, E.  (2005).  Teaching and learning in two languages: Bilingualism and schooling in the 
United States.  New York: Teachers College Press. 
 
Henze, R.  (2001).  Leading for diversity: How school leaders can improve interethnic relations.  
Santa Cruz, CA: Center for Research on Education, Diversity & Excellence.  Retrieved March 13, 
2006, from www.cal.org/crede/pubs/edpractice/EPR7.htm
 
Howard, G.  (2005).  We can't teach what we don't know: White teachers, multiracial schools.  
New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 
 
IDEA Partnership.  Results for Kids resource library.  Alexandria, VA: IDEA Partnership.  Retrieved 
March 8, 2006, from http://www.ideapartnership.org/rkr.cfm
 
Kim, R.  (2002).  Multicultural education references.  Berkeley, CA: Center for Research on 
Education, Diversity & Excellence, Graduate School of Education, University of California 
Berkeley.  Retrieved March 6, 2006, from 
http://www.crede.org/tools/research/annotated_bib/annbib_multcul.shtml
 
Kusimo, P., Ritter, M.G., Busick, K., Ferguson, C., Trumbull, E., & Solano-Flores, G. (2000).  Making 
assessments work for everyone: How to build on student strengths.  Assessment Laboratory 
Network Project of the Regional Education Laboratories.  Retrieved March 12, 2006, from 
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/tl05/welcome.html   
 
Lee, E., Menkart, D., & Okazawa-Rey, M.  (1998).  Beyond heroes and holidays: A practical guide 
to K-12 anti-racist, multicultural education and staff development.   Washington, DC: Teaching 
for Change.  
 
Lyon, J.R., Fletcher, J.M., Shaywitz, S., Shaywitz, B., Torgeson, J.K., Wood, F.B., Schulte, A., & Olson, 
R.  (May 9, 2001).  Rethinking learning disabilities.  In C.E. Finn, Jr., A.J. Rotherham, & C.R.. 
Hokanson, Jr. (Eds.), Rethinking special education for a new century (pp. 259-287).   Washington, 
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DC: Progressive Policy Institute and the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation.  Retrieved March 9, 
2006, from http://www.educationnext.org/unabridged/20012/lyon.pdf   
 
McNeill, B., Ernst-Slavit, G., Pavel, M., & Laguardia, A.  (2002).  Teaching to the rainbow: 
Washington State University plays a leading role in grooming new teachers to work with kids of 
color.  Northwest Education, 8(1), 28-33. 
 
National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE) and the IDEA Local Implementation by 
Local Administrators (ILIAD) Partnership.  (2002).  Addressing over-representation of African 
American students in special education: The prereferral intervention process, An administrator’s 
guide.  Washington, DC: National Alliance of Black School Educators and Arlington, VA: IDEA 
Local Implementation by Local Administrators (ILIAD) Partnership.  Retrieved March 12, 2006, 
from http://www.cec.sped.org/law_res/doc/resources/files/AddressingOverRep.pdf   
 
National Center for Culturally Responsive Educational Systems (NCCREST).   Practitioner brief 
series.  (2004).  Retrieved March 12, 2006, from http://www.nccrest.org/publications/briefs.html
 
Pacheco, M., & Trumbull, E.  (2005).  Leading with diversity: Cultural competencies for teacher 
preparation and professional development.  Providence, RI: The Education Alliance at Brown 
University.  Retrieved March 13, 2006, from 
http://www.alliance.brown.edu/pubs/leading_diversity/index.shtml   
 
Reschly, D.  (2003).  What if LD identification changed to reflect research findings?  Kansas City, 
MO: National Center on Research Disabilities Responsiveness to Intervention Symposium, 
December 4-5, 2003.  Retrieved March 8, 2006, from 
http://www.nrcld.org/symposium2003/reschly/reschly.pdf   
 
Southeast Regional Resource Center.  Achievement gaps, diversity and disproportionality: A 
work in progress.  Montgomery, AL: Southeast Regional Resource Center.  Retrieved March 8, 
2006, from http://www.rrfcnetwork.org/content/view/194/293/
 
The Education Alliance at Brown University.  (2002).  The diversity kit: An introductory resource for 
social change.  Providence, RI: The Education Alliance at Brown University.  Part One: Human 
Development retrieved March 9, 2006, from 
http://www.alliance.brown.edu/tdl/diversitykitpdfs/diversitykit.pdf   
 Part Two: Culture retrieved March 9, 2006, from 
http://www.alliance.brown.edu/tdl/diversitykitpdfs/dk_culture.pdf   
 
The Education Alliance at Brown University.  (2005).  Minority teacher recruitment, development 
and retention.  Providence, RI: The Education Alliance at Brown University. 
 
Trumbull, E., & Pacheco, M.  (2005).  The teacher’s guide to diversity: Building a knowledge base.  
Providence, RI: The Education Alliance at Brown University.  Retrieved March 9, 2006, from 
http://www.alliance.brown.edu/pubs/teach_guide_diversity/index.shtml   
 
Focus on African-American students 
 
Campbell-Whatley, G.D., & Comer, J.  (2000).  Self-concept and African-American student 
achievement: Related issues of ethics, power, and privilege.  Teacher Education and Special 
Education, 23(1), 19-31. 
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Fashola, O.S.  (2003).  Developing the talents of African American male students during the 
nonschool hours.  Urban Education, Vol. 38, No. 4, 398-430. 
 
Fashola, O.S.  (2005).  Educating African American males: Voices from the field.  Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Corwin Press.  
  
Ferguson, R.  (2005).  Teacher perceptions and expectations and the black-white test score gap.  
In O.S. Fashola (Ed.), Educating African American males: Voices from the field (pp. 179-128).  
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 
 
Ferguson, R.  (2005).  Why America's black-white school achievement gap persists.  In G. Loury, T. 
Modood, and S. Teles (Eds.), Ethnicity, social mobility and public policy: Comparing the U.S. and 
Great Britain (pp. 309-341).  New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Holzman, M.  (2004).  Public education and black male students: A state report card.  
Cambridge, MA: Schott Educational Inequity Index, The Schott Foundation for Public Education. 
http://www.schottfoundation.org/publications/Public_Education_and_Black_Male_Students.pdf  
 
Kunjufu, J.  (2002).  Black students: Middle class teachers.  Chicago, IL: African American Images.  
 
Ladson-Billings, G.  (1994).  The DreamKeepers: Successful teachers of African American children.  
San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass Publishers. 
 
Lee, C.  (1993).  Signifying as a scaffold for literary interpretation: The pedagogical implications 
of an African American discourse genre.   Urbana, IL: National Council of Teachers of English. 
 
Perry, T., Steele, C., & Hilliard, A.  (2003).  Young, gifted, and black: Promoting high achievement 
among African-American students.  Boston, MA: Beacon Press. 
  
Thompson, G.  (April 2004).  Through ebony eyes: What teachers need to know but are afraid to 
ask about African American students.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass Publishers. 
 
Focus on closing achievement gaps 
 
Barr, W., & Parrett, R.  (2003).  Saving our students, saving our schools: 50 proven strategies for 
revitalizing at-risk students and low-performing schools.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 
 
Barr, W., & Parrett, R.  (2006).  The kids left behind: Teaching the underachieving children of 
poverty. 
 
Barton, P.E.  (2003).  Parsing the achievement gap: Baselines for tracking progress. Princeton, NJ: 
Educational Testing Service.  Retrieved March 13, 2006, from 
http://ets.org/Media/Education_Topics/pdf/parsing.pdf   
 
Braddock, J.H., & Slavin, R.E.  (1992).  Why ability grouping must end: Achieving excellence and 
equity in American education.  Paper presented at the Common Destiny Conference at Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, September 9-11, 1992.  Retrieved March 13, 2006, from 
http://eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/contentdelivery/servlet/ERICServlet?accno=ED355296   
 
Braun, H. I., Wang, A., Jenkins, F., & Weinbaum, E.  (2006).  The Black-White achievement gap: Do 
state policies matter?  Education Policy Analysis Archives, 14(8).  Retrieved March 20, 2006, from 
http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v14n8   
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Ferguson, R.  (2005, November).  Five challenges to effective teacher professional development.  
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory Working Paper.  Naperville, IL: NCREL.  Retrieved 
March 8, 2006, from 
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/tripodproject/Five%20Prof%20Development%20Challenges.pdf   
 
Heller, D.E., & Marin, P.  (2004).  State merit scholarship programs and racial inequality.  
Cambridge, MA: The Civil Rights Project, Harvard University.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.civilrightsproject.harvard.edu/research/meritaid/fullreport04.php   
 
Institute for Educational Leadership.  (2005).  A call to action: Transforming high school for all 
youth.  Washington, DC: Institute for Educational Leadership.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.hsalliance.org/_downloads/home/Call%20To%20Action%202005/CalltoAction2005.p
df   
 
Martinez, M., & Klopott, S.  (2005).  The link between high school reform and college access and 
success for low-income and minority youth.  Washington, DC: American Youth Policy Forum and 
Pathways to College Network.  Retrieved March 13, 2006, from 
http://www.aypf.org/publications/HSReformCollegeAccessandSuccess.pdf   
 
McInerney, D.M., & Van Etten, S. (Eds.).  (2003).  Sociocultural influences and teacher education 
programs: Research on sociocultural influences on motivation and learning.  Greenwich, CT: 
Information Age Publishing. 
 
Noguera, P.  (2001).  Racial politics and the elusive quest for excellence and equity in education.  
Education and Urban Society, Vol. 34, No. 1, 18-41.  
 
Noguera, P.  (2002, February).  Beyond size: The challenge of high school reform.  Educational 
Leadership, Vol. 59, No. 5, 60-63.
 
Noguera, P.   (2003, October).  City schools and the American dream: Reclaiming the promise of 
public education.  New York, NY: Teachers College Press. 
 
Noguera, P., & Wing, J.Y.  (2006).  Unfinished business: Closing the racial achievement gap in our 
schools.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 
 
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL).  (2004).  All students reaching the top: 
Strategies for closing the achievement gaps.  Naperville, IL: Learning Point Associates.  Retrieved 
March 8, 2006, from http://www.ncrel.org/gap/studies/allstudents.pdf   

Rogers Poliakoff, A.  (2006, January).  Closing the gap: An overview.  Alexandria, VA: Association 
for Supervision and Curriculum Development.  ASCD InfoBrief No. 44.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, 
from http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.a63a9a34a66f240ddeb3ffdb62108a0c  

The Center for Comprehensive School Reform and Improvement.  (2006, January).  Subgroup 
performance and school reform: The importance of a comprehensive approach.  Retrieved 
March 8, 2006, from 
http://www.centerforcsri.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=270&Itemid=5

Thompson, C. L., & O’Quinn, S. D.  (2001).  Eliminating the black-white achievement gap.  
Chapel Hill, NC: North Carolina Education Research Council.  Retrieved February 14, 2006, from 
http://erc.northcarolina.edu/docs/publications/gapspecialreport.pdf   

                                                            5

http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/tripodproject/Five%20Prof%20Development%20Challenges.pdf
http://www.civilrightsproject.harvard.edu/research/meritaid/fullreport04.php
http://www.hsalliance.org/_downloads/home/Call%20To%20Action%202005/CalltoAction2005.pdf
http://www.hsalliance.org/_downloads/home/Call%20To%20Action%202005/CalltoAction2005.pdf
http://www.aypf.org/publications/HSReformCollegeAccessandSuccess.pdf
http://www.ncrel.org/gap/studies/allstudents.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/menuitem.a63a9a34a66f240ddeb3ffdb62108a0c
http://www.centerforcsri.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=270&Itemid=5
http://erc.northcarolina.edu/docs/publications/gapspecialreport.pdf


 

  
University of California at Los Angeles School Mental Health Project.  National initiative: New 
directions for student support.  Los Angeles, CA: University of California at Los Angeles School 
Mental Health Project.  Retrieved March 9, 2006, from 
http://smhp.psych.ucla.edu/summit2002/currentstatus.htm  
 
Walsh, K.  (2004, August).  After the test: How schools are using data to close the achievement 
gap.  Naperville, IL: Learning Point Associates. Retrieved March 8, 2006, from 
http://www.ncrel.org/gap/studies/basrc.pdf   
 
What Kids Can Do.  First in the family: Advice about college from first-generation students.  
Providence, RI: What Kids Can Do.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.whatkidscando.org/featurestories/firstinthefamily.html
 
Focus on English language learners 
 
Alliance for Excellent Education.  (2005, December 6).  High school achievement forum: Six key 
strategies for teachers of English-language learners.  Washington, DC: Alliance for Excellent 
Education.  Retrieved March 14, 2006, from 
http://www.all4ed.org/events/EnglishLanguageLearners.html
 
Antunez, B., & Zelasko, N.  (2001).  What program models exist to serve ELLs?  Washington, DC: 
National Clearinghouse on English Language Acquisition & Language Instruction Educational 
Programs.  Retrieved March 12, 2006, from http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/expert/faq/22models.htm
 
August, D.  (2003, February).  Supporting the development of English literacy in English language 
learners: Key issues and promising practices.  Baltimore, MD: Center for Research on the 
Education of Students Placed At Risk.  Retrieved March 8, 2006, from 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/download/pdf/ELL_SupportDevelopEngLangLit.pdf   
 
August, D., & Shanahan, T. (Eds.)  (Expected 2006, May).  Developing literacy in second-
language learners: A report of the National Literacy Panel on Language-Minority Children and 
Youth.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  Executive summary retrieved March 14, 
2006, from http://www.cal.org/natl-lit-panel/index.html   
 
Capps, R., Fix, M., Murray, J., Ost, J., Passel J. S., & Herwantoro, S.  (2005).  The new demography 
of America’s schools: Immigration and the No Child Left Behind act.  Washington, DC: The Urban 
Institute.  Retrieved March 12, 2006, from http://www.urban.org/publications/311230.html   
 
Carlo, M.S., August, D., McLaughlin, B., Snow, C.E., Dressler, C., Lippman, D.N., Lively, T.J., & 
White, C.E.  (2004).  Closing the gap: Addressing the vocabulary needs of English-language 
learners in bilingual and mainstream classrooms.  Reading Research Quarterly, 39(2), 188–215. 
 
Center for Applied Linguistics.  Newcomers: Language and academic programs for recent 
immigrants.  Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics.  Retrieved March 13, 2006, from 
http://www.cal.org/crede/newcomer.htm   
 
Chamot, A.U., & O’Malley, J.M.  (1994).  The CALLA handbook: Implementing the cognitive 
academic language learning approach.  Boston, MA: Addison Wesley Publishing Company. 
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