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M edia Coverage of State of Preschool

By Jinhee Lee
Council of Chief State School Officers

The recent publication of the National Institute for
Early Education Research’ s Sate of Preschool:
2003 Sate Preschool Yearbook has received
broad coverage from the media across the country.
Television and print media reported on the status
of their state preschool program and the compari-
son between their states to other state programs.
The coverage of the Yearbook provides unique op-
portunities for preschool advocates to call the pub-
lic and the legidators attention to the components
of ahigh quality preschool program and the steps
needed to achieve high quality programsin their
states. A selection of headlines and quotes are in-
cluded:

Headlines

Preschool system faulted: Too many kids left out,
not enough teachers have bachelor’ s degrees, De-
troit Newst

Utah Scolded for Not Funding Preschool, KL TV
Eyewitness News?

States' Preschool Programs Faulted: Lack of real
teacherscriticized, Columbus Dispatch?
Oklahoma Gets Top Rank in Preschool Report,
KOCO Channel Oklahoma*

Quotes from Articles:

“[Oklahoma s] performance was a bright post in a
survey that found that most states are not provid-
ing enough preschool education.”®

“Where they exist at dl, state-run preschool pro-
gramsin this country are mostly under-funded,
inaccessible and lacking quality -- and Pennsyl-
vaniais at or near the bottom of the heap by most
measures.” 6
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“The country’s preschool system is an uneven
patchwork with too many children left out of pro-
grams and too many taught by teachers without a
college degree, according to a new study.””

“[The study] says that states need to step up to the
plate in providing preschool education, and it
points afinger at Utah, but Utah is not alone.”8

“Wisconsin stacks up well nationally when it
comes to spending and access to preschool, but it
needs to do more to ensure the quality of state-
funded programs, concludes areport released
Thursday.”9

According to Carol Shipp, communications direc-
tor at NIEER, there were very few surprisesin the
media s reporting of the Yearbook. She stated that
press often “go for the negative” and in this case,
focused on states that did not have preschool pro-
grams and the programs that did not meet the stan-
dards.’0

On a positive note, Shipp stated that a positive
outcome of the Yearbook isthat many states are
using the report as atool to bring attention to the
improvements needed in their state preschool pro-
grams. Georgiawas noted as having an exem-
plary state preschool program and has the first
state to offer preschool for al 4-year old by the



Y earbook. When the report was rel eased, Geor-
gia s governor Sonny Perdue took this opportunity
to recognize the achievements of Georgia's early
education program and proposed steps to improve
the program, including the merging of early care
and education resources in the proposed Bright
from the Start: Georgia s Office of Early Care and
Education.

The Yearbook concludes that all states need to im-
prove in areas of access, quality, and funding. The
quality standards checklist provides 10 benchmarks
of quality and alows states to see which of the
state pre-k requirements measure up to the bench-
marks. Although each state preschool programis
unique, the report aso provides common language
and measurement that allows comparisons between
state programs. Since the Y earbook is an annua
publication and publicly available, states will be
held accountable for the progress and improve-
ments of their preschool programs.

What Chief State School Officers Can Do

Chief state school officers can utilize reports such
asthe Yearbook to build support from parents, edu-
cators, and legidators for state prekindergarten pro-
grams. The report provides common language and
indicators with which preschool programs across
states can be compared and a checklist of compo-
nents for a high quality preschool program. Call-
ing attention to the report through media outlets
raises public awareness of preschool programs and
creates accountability for legidatures to adequately
fund high quality programs.

For additional information on early childhood and
family education at the Council, visit
Http://www.ccsso.org or write the author at
jinheel@ccsso.org.
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Advancing Quality Preschool for All is a meeting
hosted by the Council of Chief State School
Officers as part of The Pew Charitable Trusts®
initiative to advance high quality prekindergarten
for all of the nation's three and four year olds
through objective, policy-focused research;
state public education campaigns and national
outreach.

As part of the Trusts’ early education initiative,
CCSSO will educate and serve its membership to
build support among chief state school officers
for expansion of high quality, universal preschool
opportunities for 3 and 4 year-olds.
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