
TERM ALIGNMENT 
 

 
Definition 

The horizontal (coordination within an age/grade level), vertical (what came 
before and what will follow), and temporal (across a period of time) 
relationships among early learning standards, curriculum, teaching practices, 
and assessment.  Alignment at the early childhood level (birth through age 8) 
forms the basis for the formulation of standards and assessment for older 
students. 
 

Related 
Terms 

Assessment; Curriculum; Early Learning Standards; Expectations; Standards
 

Explanatory 
Comments 

• Effective settings for children from infancy through primary level (and beyond) 
assure that: 

o expectations for children’s development and learning and curriculum 
(available learning experiences) at any level are reasonable,  and  

o that the expectations of a previous or succeeding level merge 
seamlessly. 

• When the definition of learning expectations for younger children form the basis 
of a standards system, the succeeding levels flow naturally with a greater 
likelihood that the expected outcomes for older children will be reasonably 
achievable.  Beginning the process with expectations for older students risks 
imposing unreasonable expectations and using inappropriate teaching methods 
with younger children with the unsubstantiated expectation of higher 
achievement at upper levels. 

• The defined curriculum and the learning experiences actually available to 
children should encompass, but not be limited to the knowledge and skills 
defined in early learning standards. 

• The process of developing and aligning standards and assessments should: 
o be based on whether they are reasonable (the developmental 

perspective) and desirable (parent and societal preferences) 
o proceed to how they can be developed and learned through the 

curriculum and teaching practices, and 
o consider how they can be assessed.   

• Assessment (what is assessed and how) should not drive decisions about what 
to expect or what and how to teach. 
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