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Education Accountability Act 1998Education Accountability Act 1998

•• Palmetto Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT)Palmetto Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT)

•• 19991999
•• Grades 3 Grades 3 -- 88

•• High School Assessment Program (HSAP)High School Assessment Program (HSAP)

•• EndEnd--ofof--Course Examination Program (EOCEP)Course Examination Program (EOCEP)

•• School and District State Report CardsSchool and District State Report Cards
•• Absolute RatingAbsolute Rating
•• Improvement RatingImprovement Rating



2006 Election/New Superintendent2006 Election/New Superintendent

•• Transition TeamsTransition Teams
•• Accountability more transparentAccountability more transparent
•• Shift emphasis from accountability and testing Shift emphasis from accountability and testing 

to instructionto instruction
•• Less testing time for accountabilityLess testing time for accountability
•• More comprehensive information from More comprehensive information from 

assessmentassessment
•• Maintain high standardsMaintain high standards



Task Forces ConvenedTask Forces Convened

•• AccountabilityAccountability

•• Accreditation Accreditation 

•• AssessmentAssessment
•• FormativeFormative
•• InterimInterim
•• AccountabilityAccountability



VisionVision

•• Unify State and Federal AccountabilityUnify State and Federal Accountability

•• Comprehensive Assessment SystemComprehensive Assessment System
•• Formative Assessment SystemFormative Assessment System
•• Interim TestsInterim Tests
•• Tests for AccountabilityTests for Accountability



EAA AmendmentsEAA Amendments
(passed 12 days ago)(passed 12 days ago)

•• New Assessment SystemNew Assessment System
•• Grades 3 Grades 3 –– 88
•• Implement in Spring 2009Implement in Spring 2009

•• More Detailed Information for StudentsMore Detailed Information for Students
•• Results EarlierResults Earlier

•• WritingWriting
•• Administered earlier in the yearAdministered earlier in the year
•• Extended response and multiple choice itemsExtended response and multiple choice items

•• ELA (Reading and Research), Math, Science, and ELA (Reading and Research), Math, Science, and 
Social StudiesSocial Studies

•• administered in Mayadministered in May
•• Multiple choice items onlyMultiple choice items only



EAA AmendmentsEAA Amendments

•• Statewide Adoption List for Formative Statewide Adoption List for Formative 
AssessmentsAssessments
•• Formative Classroom AssessmentsFormative Classroom Assessments
•• Formative Interim AssessmentsFormative Interim Assessments



Formative Classroom Formative Classroom 
AssessmentsAssessments

•• systematic and intentional process used systematic and intentional process used 
by teachers and students by teachers and students 

•• during instruction during instruction 
•• that provide feedback that provide feedback 
•• to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to adjust ongoing teaching and learning 
•• to improve studentsto improve students’’ achievement achievement 
•• of intended instructional outcomesof intended instructional outcomes



Formative Interim AssessmentsFormative Interim Assessments

•• Tests administered periodically Tests administered periodically 

•• Meaningfully aggregated and reportedMeaningfully aggregated and reported

•• Common uses Common uses 
•• predicting future performance on largepredicting future performance on large--scale scale 

accountability measures accountability measures 

•• evaluation of a program or instruction evaluation of a program or instruction 

•• helping to determine gaps in studentshelping to determine gaps in students’’ learning  learning  



Formative Interim AssessmentsFormative Interim Assessments

•• Interim assessments can be used Interim assessments can be used 
formatively (to inform instruction), but an formatively (to inform instruction), but an 
assessment can be classified as interim assessment can be classified as interim 
without being formative.without being formative.

•• Need to evaluate carefully claims of Need to evaluate carefully claims of 
efficacy in improving student efficacy in improving student 
achievement.achievement.



Statewide Adoption ListStatewide Adoption List

•• Beginning with 2009Beginning with 2009--10 school year10 school year

•• Grades 1Grades 1--99

•• ELA and mathematicsELA and mathematics

•• Submissions of Assessments or StrategiesSubmissions of Assessments or Strategies

•• Two Stage Evaluation ProcessTwo Stage Evaluation Process
•• http://dev.ed.sc.gov/agency/Accountability/Ashttp://dev.ed.sc.gov/agency/Accountability/As

sessment/FormativeAssessmentCallforSubmisssessment/FormativeAssessmentCallforSubmiss
ions608.htmlions608.html

•• Funding to districts subject to appropriationsFunding to districts subject to appropriations



Formative Adoption ListFormative Adoption List
Stage OneStage One

•• Focus on validity and professional measurement Focus on validity and professional measurement 
standardsstandards

•• Publishers must submit reports of experimental Publishers must submit reports of experimental 
or quasior quasi--experimental research showing how experimental research showing how 
their products have been used to inform their products have been used to inform 
instruction to improve achievement.  instruction to improve achievement.  

•• For each grade level and subject matter test For each grade level and subject matter test 
submitted, publishers must provide pertinent submitted, publishers must provide pertinent 
evidence that an appropriate process was evidence that an appropriate process was 
followed in the development of the assessment. followed in the development of the assessment. 



ReviewReview

•• Reviewers include district staff with Reviewers include district staff with 
expertise in testing, professors of expertise in testing, professors of 
assessment, former testing company staffassessment, former testing company staff

•• Each submission evaluated by three Each submission evaluated by three 
reviewersreviewers

•• Training for reviewers includes exemplars Training for reviewers includes exemplars 
and practiceand practice



Evaluation CriteriaEvaluation Criteria

•• Study design is experimental or quasiStudy design is experimental or quasi--experimentalexperimental
•• The The way(sway(s) assessment was used to inform instruction is (are) ) assessment was used to inform instruction is (are) 

adequately describedadequately described
•• Sample and sampling or assignment plan are described and Sample and sampling or assignment plan are described and 

appropriate for studyappropriate for study
•• Duration of study is indicatedDuration of study is indicated
•• Data analysis, including statistical techniques used, is Data analysis, including statistical techniques used, is 

adequately described adequately described 
•• StudyStudy’’s findings and their practical significance are adequately s findings and their practical significance are adequately 

describeddescribed
•• StudyStudy’’s sample size or repetitions are adequates sample size or repetitions are adequate
•• StudyStudy’’s findings adequately indicate that they are positive, s findings adequately indicate that they are positive, 

negative, or show no demonstrable effect on student negative, or show no demonstrable effect on student 
achievementachievement

•• Report format meets criteria for length and font sizeReport format meets criteria for length and font size
•• Statistical and psychometric information provided are adequateStatistical and psychometric information provided are adequate



Elements as Appropriate
•• Table of Specifications or blueprintTable of Specifications or blueprint
•• Reliability indicesReliability indices
•• Standard error of measurement for each score pointStandard error of measurement for each score point
•• Decision consistency indicesDecision consistency indices
•• Item difficulty for each itemItem difficulty for each item
•• Item discrimination for each itemItem discrimination for each item
•• DIF statistics for each item (gender and ethnicity)DIF statistics for each item (gender and ethnicity)
•• Evidence of bias and sensitivity review for all itemsEvidence of bias and sensitivity review for all items
•• Evidence that each item was edited for spelling, grammar, Evidence that each item was edited for spelling, grammar, 

and usage conventions, and for cuing and item writing and usage conventions, and for cuing and item writing 
principlesprinciples

•• Information about score derivationInformation about score derivation
•• Information about the interpretation of test scoresInformation about the interpretation of test scores



Formative Adoption List Formative Adoption List 
Stage TwoStage Two

•• Assessment/Classroom StrategiesAssessment/Classroom Strategies
•• Description of strategyDescription of strategy

•• Assessments Assessments -- Publishers approved during Publishers approved during 
Stage One provide items alignment Stage One provide items alignment 
informationinformation

•• State Board approval requiredState Board approval required



Adoption List for 2007Adoption List for 2007--0808

•• 11 publishers submitted products for review for 11 publishers submitted products for review for 
grades 1grades 1--8 and high school in ELA and 8 and high school in ELA and 
mathematics mathematics 

•• Most submitters failed to provide a studyMost submitters failed to provide a study

•• Two assessments were approvedTwo assessments were approved

•• Alignment tables Alignment tables 
http://dev.ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/assessment/documehttp://dev.ed.sc.gov/agency/offices/assessment/docume
nts/ELA_Math_AlignmentTables.docnts/ELA_Math_AlignmentTables.doc



Contact InformationContact Information

Liz JonesLiz Jones
Director, Office of AssessmentDirector, Office of Assessment
South Carolina Department of EducationSouth Carolina Department of Education

ejones@ed.sc.govejones@ed.sc.gov
Phone: 803Phone: 803--734734--82988298

mailto:ejones@ed.sc.gov
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