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Basic Foundations

m Standards that addressed 21°* Century Skills — in the
1990’s, addressing core content plus..

B [nformation and Communication Skills
® Thinking and Problem-solving Skills
m Interpersonal and Self-directional Skills

m Standards were designed to expand learning in core
content — and thinking skills

m Assessments that required students to apply knowledge
and skills.

® Intention that assessment would positively impact
classroom instruction.



Kentucky’s Learning Goals and
Academic Expectations

1. Students are able to use basic communication
and mathematics skills for purposes and
situation they will encounter throughout their
lives.

2. Students shall develop their abilities to apply
core concepts and principles from mathematics,
the sciences, the arts, the humanities, social
studies, practical living studies, and vocational
studies to what they will encounter throughout
their lives.



3. Students shall develop their abilities
to become self-sufficient individuals.

® Students demonstrate positive growth in self-concept
through appropriate tasks or projects.

m Students demonstrate the ability to maintain a healthy
lifestyle.

® Students demonstrate the ability to be adaptable and
flexible through appropriate tasks or projects.

m Students demonstrate the ability to be resourceftul and
creative.

m Students demonstrate self-control and self-discipline.

m Students demonstrate the ability to make decisions based
on ethical values.

m Students demonstrate the ability to learn on one’s own.



4. Become Responsible Group Members

m Students effectively use interpersonal skills.
® Students use productive team membership.

m Students individually demonstrate consistent,
responsive, and caring behavior.

m Students demonstrate ability to accept the rights and
responsibilities for self an others.

m Students demonstrate an understanding of, appreciation
for, and sensitivity to a multicultural and world view.

m Students demonstrate an open mind to alternative
petspectives.



Kentucky’s Learning Goals and
Academic Expectations

5. Students shall develop their abilities to think and
solve problems in school situations and 1n a
variety of situations they will encounter in life.

6. Students shall develop their abilities to connect
and integrate experiences and new knowledge
from all subject matter fields with what they
have previously learned and build on past
learning experiences to acquire new information
through various media sources.
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School-wide Goals for Student
Learning (NSSE, 1997)

m | earning-to-Learn Skills

m HExpanding and Integrating Knowledge
B Communication Skills

m Thinking and Reasoning Skills

m Interpersonal Skills

m Personal and Social Responsibility



Assessment Types

B Performance Tasks
® Mathematics Science Social Studies

® Vocational Studies Practical Living Arts &

Humanities
m Writing Tasks
B Open Response
® Reading Mathematics Science

m Social Studies Arts & Humanities  PL/VS
m Writing Portfolio



Performance Tasks

B Often addressed more than
one content area; addressed
learning skills

m Group tasks followed by
individual student reflection
or other written piece.

B Recorded information

B There were often
manipulatives or other
resources for their use.

B Trained task administrators
provided group instructions.




21°* Century Learning

To cope with the demands of the 21°* century,
people need to know more than core subjects.
They need to know how to use their knowledge
and skills — by thinking critically, applying
knowledge to new situations, analyzing
information, comprehending new ideas,
communicating, collaborating, solving problems,
making decisions.”

[earning for the 21" Century



Example — Grade 8 — S/SS

m Purpose: determine where, how high, and for
what purpose to build a dam. You have 20
minutes to complete group work.

m Group work:

® HExamine model and map of river valley, discuss
possible sites.

m Use clay to construct dam on model. Use water to
test impact of dam on nearby areas.

m Try different locations and heights. Record.



HINRYLIAE




Example

B [ndividual work:

® Review group work, determine where you would

place and how high. Why?
® What social, environmental, and economic impacts?

® Describe concerns you would include 1n an
environmental impact state for dam sites other than
one you chose.



Tasks Addressed...

m Content knowledge plus...
® Communication and collaboration
m Critical thinking and problem solving
® Decision-making

® Integration of content with real life or application
SCENArios



Constructive Response

m Sixty year after the Battle of Concord, Levi Preston was
asked why he fought. “What we meant in going for
those Redcoats was this,” he answered. “We always had
governed ourselves, and we always meant to.”

After people like Levi Preston and others fought for
Americans’ right to govern themselves, why don’t more
citizens participate in the process ot government?
Explain several reasons why you think many Americans
fail to take an active role in civic affairs.



Writing Tasks

m On-demand writing with a set amount of time
(90 minutes) to respond.

m T'wo choices of topics
m Topics selected to be relevant, engaging, and
age-appropriate.

m Assessed writing and learning skills



Writing Prompt Examples

m Many people in Kentucky believe that a student
should be required to maintain a specific
attendance and academic record in school in
order to obtain and keep his or her driver’s
license. Your local school board is currently
deciding whether or not these requirements will
apply to students in your high school. Think
about this and take a stand.

m [etter to school board. Convince board to take your
position seriously.



Writing Prompt Examples

m Smoking in public places has been an issue
concerning Americans for the past two decades.
It has become such a debatable issue that many

people believe that smoking should be banned
in all public places.

= Write letter to Director of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) taking a stand, support
your position.



Even Multiple Choice...

Reprinied by pormisian of the Srar Tribune, Minnesapolic

30. What i& the major controversy involved in
the cartoon?

A. High school graduates today are illiterate.
B. Teachers and parents are upsel because
children are not doing well in school.
. Earning a high school diploma does nhot
mean as much as it used to mean.

Teachers and parents blame each other
for faling educational standards.
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